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PRESS RELEASE 
CIPS Launches “The Great Conversation” to Shape the Future of the Global Procurement Profession

The Chartered Institute of Procurement & Supply (CIPS) has announced the launch of The Great Conversation, a global initiative designed to engage procurement and supply professionals in a worldwide dialogue defining the future of the profession.

Operating across more than 180 countries, CIPS is bringing together voices from across the global procurement community, including members and non-members, business leaders, government representatives, educators, and innovators, to explore how the profession must evolve in response to rapid global change.

The Great Conversation will address some of the most pressing questions facing procurement and supply today, including the impact of megatrends such as climate change, artificial intelligence, geopolitical shifts, and changing population dynamics. It will also explore the future of global supply chains, and the critical skills professionals will need to thrive in an increasingly complex and uncertain world. 

Through this initiative, CIPS aims to build a shared, global perspective on the future of procurement ensuring the profession remains at the heart of resilience, competitiveness, and sustainable growth.

CIPS Global CEO, Ben Farrell, said: “Procurement sits at the heart of resilience, competitiveness, and national capability. With change accelerating all around us, we need a shared view of what comes next.

“The Great Conversation is a worldwide dialogue about the future of our profession and the capabilities we’ll need in a rapidly changing world. Our ambition is clear: to shape the future of the profession, with the profession.” 

By inviting contributions from across its global network, CIPS is reinforcing its commitment to representing the profession at the highest level ensuring that the voices of practitioners help define the skills, standards, and capabilities needed for the world by 2050.

Professionals across the procurement and supply community are encouraged to get involved and join The Great Conversation at: www.cips.org/the-great-conversation.

ENDS

Notes to Editors:
1. CIPS 
The Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply (CIPS) is the leading independent professional body for the procurement and supply chain profession with a global membership of over 70,000 in more than 150 countries. 

We are a not-for-profit organisation with a Royal Charter and are the voice and standard of the profession, defining and amplifying best practice across the globe.

CIPS has local offices in the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Africa, India, the Middle East, Far East and North America.

2. The Great Conversation 
The Great Conversation is a global dialogue led by the Chartered Institute of Procurement & Supply (CIPS) to bring together the procurement and supply community in a shared dialogue about the future of the profession – and the capabilities we will need in a world defined by rapid change, new technologies, shifting demographics, geopolitical pressure and rising environmental risk.

The Great Conversation will explore critical questions around what lies ahead for procurement and supply, including the skills required of future supply leaders, how job roles must evolve, and the organisational capabilities needed for a rapidly changing world.

As the professional body for procurement and supply, CIPS is committed to leading this global conversation, with the ambition of shaping the future of the profession — with the profession. 

Get involved and join The Great Conversation at: www.cips.org/the-great-conversation 
Email us with your thoughts on The Great Conversation at: thegreatconversation@cips.org 



3. The Great Conversation identity
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All images are provided in high‑resolution JPG format and may be reproduced with credit to CIPS.
Additional campaign visuals and video assets are available upon request.

4. Contacts:
Tom Lane
Thomas Lane Communications
Mobile: +44 7735450951 
Email: tom@thomaslanecomms.com 

Suzie Warner
CIPS Comms Specialist
Email: suzie.warner@cips.org

Tanya Allen
Head of Marketing & Events
Email: tanya.allen@cips.org 
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